" Lead, then, and its compounds must actually penetrate into our economy in order to give rise to the lead colic, that is, to an affection consisting in a special modification of organs more or less remote from the part to which these poisons can be primarily applied. These substances after having been previously deposited on some part of the human body, are taken up by the capillaries and carried into the circulation, by which means they arrive at the abdominal organs and disturb their functions It is only as a consequence of their absorption that the particles of lead can give rise to colic, constituting an essential difference between this disease and the inflammatory poisoning produced by the ingestion of a large quantity of the preparations of lead into the stomach. In this latter case the poison is not absorbed, but irritates the membrane with which it is in immediate contact, and may inflame and ultimately destroy it." (pp. 49,50.) During the whole of this scene the pulse is irregular, extremely rapid and small, the skin cool, the countenance anxious, the eyes staring, and the nostrils distended. The mind continues clear, the speech is short and hurried, and the voice whispering, (vol. ii., pp. 61-2.) The progress of lead paralysis is in general slow and gradual; its dura- exists between this form and delirium tremens, four were fatal and the other two more prolonged in duration than the cases left to the efforts of nature; we must remark, however, that in these cases the opium was by no means efficiently administered. In four cases in which bleeding was had recourse to, the symptoms were manifestly aggravated by its employment, and of four instances where blisters to the scalp, ice and other remedies termed revulsive were used, two terminated fatally. Four patients affected with the convulsive form of the disease were treated by means of opium without benefit, and two of these died. In twenty-one the purgative and other methods prescribed against colic were followed; six of these died, and the disease was protracted in the others. Cold affusion was employed three times: one of the patients died, the two others did not recover until several days after the discontinuance of the remedy. From these data it would seem that in accordance with the opinion of M. Rayer, all active treatment should be avoided, as tending only to increase the cerebral disturbance already existing.
We have hitherto given a close analysis of the contents of these volumes; the concluding portion, in which are some excellent directions to be followed in the different circumstances of exposure to the action of lead, we are compelled to pass over. This, however, we the less regret, as many of the precautions recommended are in actual operation in this country, and others are ably enforced in works to which every one has access.
